'The Friends
of Kenwood

Newsletter NOI Apl‘ll 1977
" the’ launchlng of the Friends of Kenwood has got off to a tremendous

start, Membershlp is now moving towards the 400 mark, of whom 17 are life
"members and six are firms or institutions who have tzken out corporate
membership, thus helping considerably in giving us a healthy bank balance,
}ThOSé who h:ve joined mainly live locally, but there are others from outside
London and support for the Friends has come from directions as diverse as
the Duke of Wellington and the actor Warren Mitchell, Now we must zim at
2 membership total of at least 500 by the summer. So why not ask a friend
to be a Fr1end°

The excellent response is one reason why this first newsletter
must apologise for our failure to acknowledge individually all the membership
applications. Membership cards are now being printed and will be sent out
shortly, o | fo

You will zlso be receiving your first invitation to a Kenwood
event - the private view of "Guinsborough and his Musical Friénds" the
GLC's 511ver Jjubilee exhibition whlch runs from May 4 until znd including
thengbllee Bank Holiday on June 7. The exhibition, to be hung in the
Oraungery and?thé nusic roem, includes 12 wzazjor ozintings by Goinsborough,
among tnem the so culled portrsit of Uiardini, the King's fiddler, wiich is
on permanent loan to Kenwood, pictures from Her Majesty the .ueccn's collection
ind the Natlonal Portrait Gallery's newly-discovered drawius of Abel, the
eomposer. '
: The private view, on Wednesday May 4, will be from J.jO to 7.u0 p.m.
and there will be a pay bur manned by the Friendse T '

Linked with the Gg1nsborough exhibition, tuere will be an-evening
coﬁcért of music by eomposers'rcwraqented iun the esxhibition, Nhifh‘io‘bgin&
glven by the Barlow baroque Players in the Orangery on Sundav hay 29.'at
7o 30 pem. This is part of the traditional Orungery conceris zt Kinwood "and
w;ll be followed at 7.30 Pelle On Sunday June 5, Dy a rez alng “of Gclnsborough's
letters and the poetrv of hts time, uITcH&Ed by John Felroll. : SRR



Sunday May 29 is also the date for a v151t the first to be -
organised by the Friends, to Chiswick and Osterley.(»Friends wzll leave?ﬁ7

Kenwood by coach at 1 p.m. accompanied by a member ofjthb.Iveagh Bequest

-

staff, and return at about 7 p.m. The cost w111 be 32 per person. ;iyai(:

Chiswick is the famous Palladian mansion, based on the Vllla ‘
Capra, designed by the Earl of Burlington with grounds luid out by Wllllam s
Kent. Osterley is a Jacobean house re-des1gned by Robert Adam for Robert Y
Child, the 18th century banker, which contains a ser;es of Adam rooms from
his earliest perlod (as at Kenwood) to his late "Etruscan“ style. Tea is
available in the coach house at Osterley, _' |

Those wishing to book for the visit ohould phone Mrs Jean Horsman
on 01=340 9872 or Mrs Peggy Khuner on 0l1-435 7250,

The final item on our initial programme is the private view, on
Wednesday, June 22, of the main GLC suomer exhibition at Kenwood, on the
interesting portrait painter Nathaniel Dance. He sfarted his career in
Rome, collaborating on one occasion with the great Batoni, and in later
life tended to be over-shadowed by painters such as Reynolds. But his large
conversation pieces retain their fascination, particularly those in
connection with the Grand Tour. Dance eventually retired from active
painting, married a rich widow, won a seat in Parliament dnd died Sir
Nathaniel Dance-Holland Bart,

The exh;bltlon, the first major one of Dunce's work, is made up
of some 60 paintiogs and is being compiled by Professor David Goodreau of
Carleton University, Ottowa. It will run until September in the main first
floor exhibition rooms at Kenwood. The private view will'again include a |
pay bar manned by the Friends. _

As far as future events are concerned, we are hoping to arrange
visits to artists studios in the late‘summer, an event for Friends' children
during the summer holidays and an autumn lecture on Robert Adam, Other ideas
for the future include a brains trust or antiques evening for Friends and,
possibly, a visit abroad to see the new Pompidou Centre inKParis. |

Meanwhile, would those who speak foreign languaées and are willing
to guide visitors round Kenwood please contact John Jacob the Curator. You
may also like to make note of the names wznd addresses of the officers of the
Friends listed below:

Chairman - Peter Clapham, 5 Christchurch Hill, KW3 ; Seoretarx - James Lumsden,
70 Helenslea Avenue, NW1l ; Membership secretary -VKate Lawrence, 18 Stenford

"Road, N1l ; Treasurer - David King, 4 Little Green Street, LV5.
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